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$1 million for the kids at
MAB-Mackay Rehabilitation Centre

Exceptio na l Ch i ld ren
The birth of a new baby brings hope and joy.
But for parents of an infant with physical and sensory impairments
(blindness aand/or deafness), the emotional journey is quite different.
Advances in modern medicine have made it possible to save babies born
prematurely, or with complications in the womb or during delivery.
While the hospitals are saving these babies’ lives, many are left with physical
impairments and medical issues that will stay with them for their entire lives,
and for which there are no cures.
These exceptional infants and children are unique in the complexity and
profoundness of the challenges that they face every day.
These children still feel, love, and want to thrive as other children do.
They deserve the very best in care, support, and the chance to realize their full
potential, so they can experience joy and love as all children deserve.
The MAB-Mackay Rehabilitation Centre is proud to provide
support for more than 1,000 exceptional babies and children
each year.

“

Our daughter Augusta has a rare genetic mutation that
causes blindness, profound developmental delay, seizures,
inability to control her movements, absence of language,
and an inability to swallow liquids. Her doctors told us
that developmentally, she’ll always be like a 3-month old
baby.
We had no knowledge of how to care for a disabled child,
yet Augusta’s needs are 24/7. The amazing staff at the
MAB-Mackay taught us the basics of feeding, positioning,
handling, playing and stimulating, in order to promote
Augusta’s development.

”

Julia, Augusta’s mother

Augusta in physiotherapy at the MAB-Mackay

Exceptio na l Ca re
No two children with physical disabilities are the same.
Some are unable to control their movements, hold their heads or bodies upright, or to
communicate verbally. Sensory impairments, such as blindness or deafness, mean that they may
have very limited access to their environment and experience their world differently.
While many will have a single impairment, others may have multiple impairments which are often
compounded by a host of complex medical conditions.
For more than 100 years, the MAB-Mackay has provided hope and support for these children.
It is the only centre in Montreal that specializes in the four areas of physical impairment for
children under one roof – motor, vision, hearing, and language.
Recognizing that each child’s potential is different, the MAB-Mackay offers a personalized
program of therapy across a variety of disciplines – at the centre, as well as in the home and
daycare environments.

Lea with her speech language pathologist Claudine

Mathias, recent cochlear implant recipient

Exceptio na l Pa rents
Imagine not being able to hold your baby, to provide comfort, to feed or bond with them.
Not knowing what the future holds for your child or family.
Nothing can prepare a parent for the everyday challenges of raising a special needs child.
Many are overwhelmed and scrambling to adjust to their new and unexpected role. They may
have to contend with a whirlwind of medical appointments and complicated diagnoses.
The MAB-Mackay puts the family at the heart of the therapy process. Parents are
accompanied through the emotional storm of fear, grief, self-doubt, and isolation. They are
taught the skills necessary to care for their baby, to recognize their strengths and potential,
and to celebrate every success – no matter how small – on their child’s path of development.
Techniques are also imparted to siblings, grandparents, caregivers and daycare educators.
The ultimate goal of the therapies is to offer the child a better quality of life, to enhance their
opportunities for social integration, while helping the parents develop coping skills and to be
engaged in their child’s rehabilitation.

Alynah in the visual impairment program

River receives adjustments to his eye-gaze tablet
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$ 1 Mi llio n Goa l

You can help an exceptional child today.

$1 MILLION CAMPAIGN GOAL TO ENHANCE OUR CARE

Every child deserves a chance to grow, to learn, to love, and to be loved.
The number of children with exceptional needs is increasing, and more of these
families are turning to the MAB-Mackay for care each year.

• Create new clinics with the latest technology

The Exceptional Child Campaign seeks to enhance therapies offered, to create
innovative new therapeutic techniques, and to provide the very best in care and
support for more babies and children in need.

• Extend care to more children and families in need

For these children, every day counts.

ABOUT HABILITAS FOUNDATION

Please support the Exceptional Child Campaign today, and give these children the
chance to develop into happy and confident little people.

Formerly known as the MAB-Mackay Foundation, the Habilitas
Foundation dreams of a world where physical disabilities are
no longer disabling.

• Upgrade therapy rooms with state-of-the-art therapy tools
• Introduce novel therapytechniques and specialties
• Develop new practices

Maximizing quality of life for children and people of all ages
living with physical and sensory impairments, and helping them to
realize their full potential in society, is what Habilitas strives for.

“

Our son Adam was born with a rare genetic condition, resulting in
physical limitations as well as hearing and vision impairments. The
team at the MAB-Mackay has been so dedicated and professional.
They’ve used a variety of therapy approaches to promote Adam’s
development. He’s now able to sit up on his own, is more responsive,
and is starting to have visual contact with us.
As parents, it is very reassuring to know that the MAB-Mackay is
there to support Adam and us.
Dikrayate, Adam’s mother

”

“

It’s important to begin teaching white cane skills at a
young age to children who are blind or have a visual
impairment. Through this training, they develop an
awareness of their environment and learn to explore
the world around them with their other senses.
Ingrid Osswald, MAB-Mackay Orientation &
Mobility Specialist

”
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